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Provide water for sustainable farming through development, rehabilitation, modernization
and promotion of irrigation and drainage for improved livelihoods, food security and economic
growth in Kenya.

MISSION

National Irrigation Board (NIB) was established and incorporated in 1966 as a state corporation through the Irrigation Act CAP 347 of the Laws of Kenya. The Act provides its original object as; “To provide 
for development, control and improvement of irrigation schemes and for purposes incidental thereto and connected therewith”. The transformative Constitution of Kenya 2010 (CoK2010) has changed the legal,
statutory, operational and management context of irrigation. This had been furthered in the Medium-Term Plan III (MTPIII) of the Kenya Vision 2030(KV2030) and cascaded in the NIB strategic plan 2013-2017. 
As per the Act, NIB manages seven public schemes in Kenya namely Mwea, Bura, Tana, Ahero, West Kano, Perkerra and Bunyala irrigation schemes. These public schemes are developed on land held in trust by 
NIB for the Government. 
In addition, NIB runs two (2) research stations namely
Mwea Irrigation Agricultural Development (MIAD) 
Centre and Ahero Irrigation Research Station and two (2) 
subsidiaries namely Mwea Rice Mills Ltd (MRM) and Wes-
tern Kenya Rice Mills (WKRM). 
In line with the Constitution of Kenya 2010 (CoK2010),
NIB is obligated not only to be responsible for 
undertaking irrigation development within the 
seven schemes but to also widen the delivery of its 
services all over the Republic of Kenya. In pursuit of 
delivering its statutory and constitutional mandate, 
NIB is therefore implementing numerous development 
projects across the Country under various initiatives.

West Kano Irrigation Scheme Water Intake Point
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The Mandate
As per the Irrigation Act, NIB’s mandate is;
i. Promoting and improving national irrigation schemes in the country
ii. Conducting research and investigation into the establishment of national schemes
iii. Designing, constructing, supervising and administering irrigation schemes
iv. Coordinating and planning settlement on national irrigation schemes
v. Determining the number of settlers to be accommodated in national irrigation schemes
vi. Promoting marketing of crops and produce in national irrigation schemes in liaison with 
            organizations responsible for marketing of agricultural produce and
vii. Formulating and executing policy regarding national irrigation schemes in conjunction with
            the Water Resource Authority.

For many years, NIB operated under the above mandate till 2002 when the board restructured itself following 
changes in government policy to focus its activities in;
 i. Coordination of construction and rehabilitation of major irrigation and drainage infrastructure
 ii. Operation and maintenance of major irrigation and drainage infrastructure
 iii. Administering land in the public schemes and providing technical advice to farmers

In line with the Constitution of Kenya 2010 (CoK2010), NIB is obligated not only to be responsible for underta-
king irrigation development within the seven schemes but to also widen the delivery of its services all over the 
Republic of Kenya. In pursuit of delivering its statutory and constitutional mandate, NIB is therefore implementing 
numerous development projects across the Country under the various initiatives to achieve the Big 4 agenda on Food
 and Nutrition Security.

OUR MANDATE

The National Irrigation Board is committed to fulfil its mandate 
of providing water for irrigation in line with the constitution of 
Kenya as captured in the Irrigation Act CAP 347 of the laws of
Kenya and other existing policy/development guidelines such as
Vision 2030, Medium-Term Plans, the Big 4 Agenda among others.
We understand the role irrigation is supposed to play in the realizat-
ion of Kenya’s Food and Nutrition Security goals owing to the fact
that most of our country consists of Arid and Semi-Arid Lands (ASAL).
As a result, the Board has put in place several projects, programs and
innitiatives that are geared towards providing water to every irrigable
acre in this country in line with our vision. Some of these projects are
complete and fully operational while others are at different stages of
implimentation and we are  working hard together with all the relevant
stakeholders to ensure we accelerate irrigation expansion in the country.
I would wish to urge my staff to continually commit to this course as my 
office seeks to enhance the support of the Board, the State Department of 
Irrigation, the parent Ministry and all other policy makers.

GENERAL MANAGER/CEO: Mr. Gitonga Mugambi

MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER/CEO’S DESK



MARCH 2019 ISSUE

*Quality

* Service

*Leadership

*Care and respect

*Partnership

*Accountability, transparency
   and integrity

*Effiency and responsiveness

*Gender equity

*Professionalism

OUR CORE VALUES

Mr. Chege: Beneficiary of the Household Irrigation Water Storage Program
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Reach us through:
Unyunyizi House, Lenana Road, P.O Box 30372, 00100 NAIROBI, KENYA.
Mobile number: 0711061000, +254 0202711380, 2711468,+254 020 2722821, 2711347
Email: enquiries@nib.or.ke/ communications@nib.or.ke, Website: www.nib.or.ke
 :@NIBKenya    :National Irrigation Board(N.I.B)          :National Irrigation Board

We gladly present to you our first Newsletter, birthed as a result
of our desire to disseminate information to a wider audience. This
is with consideration that our social media platforms do not allow 
us the laxity to give detailed information on our schemes, projects
and other matters concerning the Board.
Henceforth we shall be circulating it on a monthly basis. We look
forward to giving you thorough and comprehensive information 
with regards to our schemes, projects and all other matters conc-
erning the Board.
Our office is committed to receiving and processing all inquiries,
requests, complaints and compliments from both our internal and
external stakeholders.
Your constant engagement on matters irrigation will be highly ap-
preciated. 

IN OUR APRIL ISSUE

Head of Corporate Communication: Mr. Daniel M. Nzonzo

In our April Issue we will delve into
discussing:
 
 *Irrigation; how far are we?
 *TheBig 4 Agenda; what is our role?

Do engage with us.


